
By Toby Prime
A MILDURA man was in 
a serious condition last 
night following an al-
leged road rage incident 
near Red Cliffs.

Mildura CIU Detec-
tive Senior-Constable 
Ryan Dowie said it’s be-
lieved the victim was as-
saulted between 11am 
and midday on Kulkyne 
Way.

“A 35-year-old man 
was assaulted by up to 
seven other males when 
he stopped on the side 
of the road,” Det Sen-
Constable Dowie said 
last night.

“The victim was trav-
elling in one direction 
and two vehicles were 
travelling in the oppo-
site direction.

“The victim honked 
his horn because the 
other vehicle veered 
to the other side of the 
road and it’s believed 
an altercation has taken 
place.

“He then managed 
to get back to a friend’s 
house and they drove 
him to Mildura Base 
Hospital.”

Det Sen-Constable 
Dowie said that he un-
derstood the man, who 
was the sole occupant 
of the vehicle a the time, 
was last night being air-
lifted to a Melbourne 
hospital.

Anyone who has in-
formation on the inci-
dent is urged to contact 
the Mildura Police on 
5018 5300, or Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 
000.
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Opening is a ‘red letter’ day for our region

Airport upgradeAirport upgrade
okay for ...okay for ...

By Kaitlyn Opie

DEPUTY Premier Peter Ryan 
heralded the opening of Mil-
dura Airport yesterday as a 
“red letter day”.

Mr Ryan, as Regional and 
Rural Development Minis-
ter, officially opened the $6.4 
million redevelopment and 
said it was second to none 
across regional Australia.

“This truly is a red letter 
day for Mildura and for the 
Sunraysia region,” he said.

“Mildura is such a great 
contributor to the fortunes 

of this great state and this 
whole revamp now allows 
better movement of passen-
gers through the terminal.”

More than 5000 people 
filed through the arrivals 
doors during a community 
open day. Mildura Mayor 
Glenn Milne said the open-
ing was a “fantastic occa-
sion” for the region.

“Mildura Rural City 
Council is proud to own the 
Mildura Airport and we are 
thrilled the new terminal is 
complete,” Mr Milne said.

“Mildura is now connect-
ed to three capital cities and, 
indeed, the country, but also 
lays out an impressive wel-
come mat to people arriving 
via air.”

Mr Ryan apologised for 
the non-appearance of Roy-
al Australian Air Force  aero-
batics team the Roulettes 
due to inclement weather.

“I live in Sale, the home of 
the mighty Roulettes and I 
had arranged for them to be 
here today,” Mr Ryan said. 
“But simply because of the 

weather, they are unable to 
join us, which is a real pity.”

Mildura Airport board 
chairman Peter O’Donnell 
said the board identified five 
years ago the airport was 
“bursting at the seams”.

“We are extremely fortu-
nate to have three regional 
airlines and the success 
of these three carriers un-
derpins our success,” Mr 
O’Donnell said.

“Our new airport com-
pares well aesthetically to 
others around Australia and 

this facility is nothing less 
than our town deserves.”

Mildura residents said 
they were “very impressed” 
with the upgrades.

“It’s fantastic, it’s a big im-
provement to what it was,” 
Janice Walters said.

Gayle Lowrie said it was 
great to be able to pop out to 
the airport’s coffee shop to 
enjoy a cuppa and watch the 
planes come in.

“It’s a nice place to have 
morning tea with my mum,” 
Ms Lowrie said.

A 35-year-
old man was 
assaulted by 
up to seven 
other males

… Det Sen-
Constable Dowie

IT•S OFFICIAL:  Member for Mildura Peter Crisp, Mildura Mayor Glenn Milne, Deputy Premier Peter Ryan and Mildura Airport board chairman Peter O•Donnell unveil a 
plaque officially opening the developed Mildura Airport at a special open day yesterday attended by more than 5000 people. Picture: Luke Birch
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